December 19, 2017

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule
I, I demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. KELLY)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

SUPPORTING TAX REFORM

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of
the conference report to accompany
H.R. 1, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.

For the first time since 1986, there is
a real opportunity to challenge the sta-
tus quo and simplify the Tax Code. The
final agreement lowers rates and sig-
nificantly increases the standard de-
duction for both individuals and joint
filers. American families will see the
child tax credit expanded to help par-
ents with the cost of raising children.

Importantly, the graduate tuition
voucher exemption and student loan
interest deduction have remained to
ensure our commitment to opportunity
through education. I, and many of my
colleagues, urged the conference com-
mittee to keep these important provi-
sions intact.

H.R. 1 also eliminates ObamaCare’s
individual mandate penalty tax to
allow Americans the flexibility to buy
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healthcare that is right for them. Job
creators will see the corporate tax rate
lowered to 21 percent on January 1,
2018, which is the largest reduction in
our Nation’s history.

Mr. Speaker, this is just some of
what this once-in-a-generation pro-
posal does to help America keep more
of their hard-earned paychecks. I en-
courage my colleagues to join me in
voting for H.R. 1.

——————

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN WHAT
THE MAJORITY SAYS AND WHAT
THE MAJORITY DOES

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today because the majority is
working to pass a tax scam that will
raise taxes on my constituents.

For nearly a year, Republicans have
promised tax reform that benefits mid-
dle class families. Once again, there is
a big difference between what the ma-
jority says and what the majority does.

Instead of being a tax break for mid-
dle class Americans, it is a tax scam
that will force hardworking Illinois
moms and dads to pay the bill for tax
giveaways to the rich and well con-
nected. That is just wrong.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
know it is a scam. A new poll from
Monmouth University found that half
of all Americans believe this GOP tax
scam will raise their taxes. These folks
are right. It will raise their taxes, espe-
cially for families in Illinois and in the
Second District.

Mr. Speaker, I will never vote to
raise my constituents’ taxes just to
pay for massive tax giveaways to major
corporations and a handful of super-
wealthy families.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no”
and stand with America’s middle class
and working families, the backbone of
our Nation.

———
WATER IS LIFE

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, near-
ly 700 million people across the globe
lack access to water. This is a dis-
turbing world crisis. In many coun-
tries, women and children walk for
miles and face countless risks just to
find some water.

Mr. Speaker, water is not just about
drinking; it is about sanitation; it is
about hygiene. It prevents diseases and
drastically improves the quality of life.
That is why I worked with my friend,
Representative EARL BLUMENAUER, for
the Water for the World Act.

This bill has made it U.S. policy to
improve international access to safe
water, sanitation, and hygiene. I ap-
plaud the administration on issuing
the Global Water Strategy required by
that law, and I look forward to seeing
its implementation.
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The road ahead is long. Eighty per-
cent of the countries receiving U.S. aid
still suffer from water issues. With our
God-given resources, we have an obli-
gation to make sure people receive the
basic element of life—clean water—be-
cause water is life.

And that is just the way it is.

—————

PROTECT OUR DREAMERS

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to stand with the DREAMers, both in
the San Joaquin Valley and through-
out our country. Protecting our
DREAMers is the responsible, moral,
and just thing to do.

The majority of Americans want
legal protection for our DREAMers,
and Congress must listen. I have been
listening to those who have visited my
offices, university presidents, religious
organizations, my constituents, who
simply want us to provide legalization
for these individuals who have come to
this country at an average age of 6
years of age. This is the only country
they have ever known.

Passing the Dream Act is a priority
for Democrats and has strong support
for many Republicans. We just need to
vote on the bill.

I am a cosponsor of the Dream Act,
and I have joined nearly 200 of my col-
leagues signing a discharge petition to
bring this legislation to the floor. I
now call on my Republican colleagues
to do the right thing and allow a vote
on the Dream Act.

I will continue to advocate for poli-
cies that protect our DREAMers. I urge
our DREAMers to continue to make
their voices heard, as they have across
this country, and to urge people in
Congress to do the right thing.

We must stay vigilant in our efforts
to protect these individuals, and we as
Americans understand what these indi-
viduals mean to our country.

Pass the Dream Act now.

ENSURING A BRIGHTER FUTURE
FOR FAMILIES

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, as I
travel the Seventh District of Michi-
gan, I have met with many hard-
working families who are living pay-
check to paycheck; moms and dads
struggling to pay the mortgage, make
ends meet; many businesses weighed
down by a burdensome and outdated
Tax Code. We developed the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act with them in mind.

For families across my district, our
plan means more jobs, more take-home
pay, and more money in their pockets.
At every income level, people will see
meaningful tax relief.

On top of that, our plan will help
small businesses thrive, boost job cre-
ation here at home, and make our
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